Well, I was just trying to program a Motorola GP-68 - I made a mistake and it really bugged me. I thought I'd explain it and maybe it will get indexed and someone will discover it. 

For the typical US HAM use Motorola GP-68. the jumper (R417) has been cut. This allows full access to the programming mode. 

There is a key sequence you can use to switch the dealer programming mode on and off. To switch it on, turn the radio off, and hold PTT, Monitor, and Enter (all the keys on the side). Then switch it on. 

To leave dealer programming mode, you turn the radio off and you hold PTT, Monitor and scan. Then turn it on. 

To verify, put the radio into "Special Programming Mode". Turn it off and hold "Mem-Left arrow (that refers to the same key, you only hold one for this action)". 

· If you are in the Dealer mode, the selections would be: 

· Scn.Lst 

· ErA.Chn 

· Phn.Acc 

· Phn.dEA 

· Ptt. id 

· tot - nn 

· St - [On-Off] 

· At - [On-Off] 

· Bs - ??? 

· Bt - ??? 

· Ac - ??? 

· If you are not in dealer mode, the selections would be: 

· Scn.Lst 

· Phn.Acc 

· Phn.dEA 

· Ptt. id 

· tot - nn 

· St - [On-Off] 

· At - [On-Off] 

· Bs - ??? 

· Bt - ??? 

· Ac - ??? 

In other words, everything is just the same except that ErA.Chn is gone. 

I misunderstood the function of ErA.Chn. I deleted all my channels, and suddenly, I had no channels, and I could not figure how to put them back. It is my belief that this function is designed to allow the radio to be programmed with fewer channels. For example, for a certain system, there might be a general dispatching channel on a repeater, a couple of "tactical" channels on repeaters, and a simplex channel. The purpose of this radio is not to confuse the end user - they want to see numbers, not frequencies, and they would not want there to be more channels than the end user actually uses. 

This is the function that reduces the apparrent available channels. Furthermore, this function allows a different programming mode that is actually faster for quick entry. This is the procedure for completely reprogramming the radio using ErA.Chn. 

· Shift into "Dealer Programming Mode". 

· Shift into "Special Programming Mode". 

· Use the "Channel Selector Knob" to select ErA.Chn. 

· Select each channel in order with the left and right arrows. 

· Press enter so that the channel number is blinking. 

· Once done, leave the ErA.Chn with the channel selector knob and turn the radio off to escape special programming mode. 

1. Press the "x" key until a frequency is shown instead of a channel number. If all channels are deleted, you will get an error beep when you press "x". Don't worry. 

2. Type in the frequency of the repeater, and press a direction for the repeater offset. Select the squelch mode (CTCSS, etc.) using one of the on-line tables. 

3. If you want to use a tone squelch for receive, push "sig" until the right mode appears. 

4. Press enter once to make the frequency display. 

5. Press and hold enter until you see the Pch.NN where NN is some number. Release enter and turn the channel selector knob until the channel you want to program appears. Channels that have already been programmed will be solid. Channels that have not been programmed will flash. 

6. Press enter once more to save the setup into the selected flashing memory. 

7. Loop back to step 2 - type in the next frequency. 

There is lots of good information at batlabs regarding this radio. There is another radio similar to the GP68 called the AP73 and programming information for that radio is close to this one. But I have not found any information that talks about using the ErA.Chn to allow you to skip steps in programming, or the difference between unprogrammed and programmed positions during programming flashing. 

Finally, memories 19 and 20 are magic when it comes to scanning. When scanning by frequency, the scanner will start at the Frequency in Memory 19 and end at the frequency in Memory 20. If you wanted to only scan the ham bands with a VHF GP68, you could store 144.000 in 19 and 148.000 in 20. Perhaps you would choose to store 144.500 in 19 so that you skip the people working CW and SSB with your FM only handy-talkie.

